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finish at that. What would have come of it, if the quarrel
had gone on? What appalling scenes of bloodshed, what
fratricidal strife w^ould have been added to the dreadful
toll of Russia's calamities? Anything might have hap-
pened. But Lenin succumbed to a fresh attack on the
2ist January, 1924. His remains were embalmed and
at once became the object of official veneration, which
was useful, as it served the purpose of disguising the
repudiation in practice of all that he had maintained
in theory, a repudiation to which stern reality, mightier
even than his fanatic will, slowly but ineluctably com-
pelled him.
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